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staff and residents
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      Direct
See what great products and services 
are now onsite or being delivered 
to your door at Wadswick



Autumn        days...
Welcome to the Autumn/Winter edition of 
Life on the Green.  This quarterly magazine 
epitomises the community spirit at Wadswick 
Green, and I thank everyone who has 
contributed to its success.

After the exceptional hot summer, our 
landscaped gardens sprang back quickly to be 
lush and green ahead of the inevitable return of 
autumnal colours, when we can look forward to 
cosy evenings and the seasonal festivities that 
we all enjoy at this time of year.

Join us in The Greenhouse where the fire will 
be alight once the chill begins.  We shall soon 
be announcing the Wadswick Green Residents’ 
Christmas Lunch, and the restaurant is already 
taking bookings for the Christmas and New 
Year period.

Almond Close construction will be coming 
to an end early on this quarter, with the new 
landscaped grounds merging with our existing 
gardens.  Thank you for your patience with the 
unavoidable dust created during the dry summer.  
We shall keep you updated with the launch of the 
apartments and opening of the new show home.  
My team and I look forward to welcoming new 
residents of Almond Close to our wonderful 
community. 

Don’t miss the advert (page 16) for the first 
Wadswick Green Panto.  Organised entirely by 
our thespian residents – there will be some star 
turns to keep us amused.

Warm regards
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Chris Sherman
General Manager

viewa

This stunning ‘drone’ photograph of Wadswick Green was taken on 
27th September just as the leaves were starting to turn on the trees.
 
It is wonderful to see how the buildings are settling in with their 
surroundings and the view highlights the number of trees we have, 
both old and new. 
 
September is the perfect time for the germination of the seeded 
areas around Almond Close, turning the grounds green in time for 
autumn.  Ash Lane is advancing well, with the first floors already 
starting to be constructed.
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Plank’s Dairies
Plank’s deliver milk, cream, 
bread, eggs, juice, yogurts, 
cheese and potatoes to 
your door on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.

Call 01380 828600 to 
place an order.

Toby Haynes Family Butchers
Award-winning Toby Haynes Family
Butchers in Corsham supply many 
high-quality local meat products 
and pies with free delivery to 
Wadswick Green residents. 
2017 Winner of Countryside 
Alliance South West Butcher.

Call 01249 713253 by Wednesdays to place an order 
for delivery on Thursdays.

May’s Greengrocers
Locally supplied fruit, vegetables 
and flowers delivered to residents 
by May’s Greengrocers of Corsham.
Remember to place an order for 
your Christmas supplies! Other 
products on offer in the shop
include nuts, seeds, jams, pickles, 
cakes and plants.

Call 01249 712941 by Wednesdays 
for delivery on Thursdays

Chris Davies
Fishmonger
Chris brings a great selection of lovely 
fresh fish from 
Grimsby to Wadswick 
Green every Tuesday 
at 12.30pm. 

Orders can be placed 
on 07944 264340.

Mobile Library
Wiltshire Council Mobile Library 
calls in at Wadswick Green every 
4 weeks on Saturdays at 2pm. 
The library has a wide range of 
fiction and information books. 
Large print and talking books are 
also available. It’s free to join!

Health Clinic
There is a health clinic on Thursday mornings, 10am-12pm, 
to enable residents to consult with the community matron 
about health conditions, medication and prescriptions.

Stop Press
Newspapers and magazines 
delivered daily to your door by 
Stop Press newsagents in Box.

01225 742221

Giles Skeates 
IT Support
Giles provides general IT assistance for 
laptops, tablets and mobiles and can also 
offer one-to-one tutoring.  He can be found 
in The Greenhouse every Friday from
10.00am -12.00noon. Our residents
find him very approachable and helpful. 

Supermarket 
shopping trips
Wadswick Green 
puts on weekly 
supermarket trips 
to Sainsbury’s and Waitrose 
and our staff can also assist 
with online supermarket 
shopping.

The Beauty House
Michelle Parker makes 
weekly visits to Wadswick 
Green every Tuesday offering 
beauty treatments. 
Gift vouchers are available.

To book an appointment 
call 07487 749998

Here at Wadswick Green we now have so many great shops 
and services bringing their wares direct to your door that we 
thought an article dedicated to them was in order. If you aren’t familiar 
with any of these then now is the time to check out what is on offer.

MON

WED

FRI

THUR

THUR

THUR

SAT

FRI

TUE

SAT

DAILY

TUE
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Drawing and Painting 
under the Trees
June Game

For someone who has always 
loved drawing, painting and 
walking through woodlands 
the prospect of a week at 
Marlborough Summer School 
doing an arborealist’s course 
was very exciting.

We worked outside all the time 
under the shade of ancient 
trees and yew hedges, carrying 
stools, easels, boards, and other 
equipment until we found an 
inspirational spot.  We were 
lucky to have some wonderful 
weather for the week and our 
only worry was that we would 
get too hot, which is unusual 
for our climate!  Then we settled 
down to work, trying out new 

drawing materials, for instance, 
rocks, graphite and candles with 
encouragement from our tutor.

The exhibition on the last day 
showed a surprisingly diverse range 
of styles, especially considering that 
we had all just been concentrating 
on the same trees!

Singing for Pleasure
Jenny Gray

A bubble of wealth and privilege 
and “come the revolution” would 
this be one of the first casualties? 
Or, a place where some 
young people are given every 
imaginable facility to develop to 
their full potential? Two views 
of Marlborough which I heard 
expressed during my week there. 
Fortunately I did not really need 
to come down on either side as 
I was only there to do a week’s 
course in Singing for Pleasure 
and what a pleasure it was!  

We were a mixed bunch. Some 
had not sung for years, some 
were choir members. Some were 
confident and loud! Some were 
quiet and shy. Our choirmaster 
Adam was one of the most brilliant 
young men I have met.  He was 
enthusiastic, musically talented 

and most important, he had a great 
sense of humour.  At 26, he is a 
Master at the college and in charge 
of the college choir. He attended 
our rehearsals in shorts and bare 
feet and ran, jumped, made us 
roar with laughter and generally 
acted like a giant puppy whilst 
simultaneously encouraging, 
cajoling and eventually getting us 
concert ready (almost!) in a very 
short time.

Our music was varied from 
Leonard Cohen, via John Rutter 
to Mozart, with an Enya number 
and an African song thrown in. We 
performed on Friday evening in the 
beautiful college chapel, to others 
attending the summer school. 

Other aspects of college life 
include an extraordinary amount 
of delicious food and the 
company of many interesting 
people. Accommodation is what 
one might expect and in my 
case resembled an upmarket 
prison cell complete with bars! 
It’s many years since I shared a 
bathroom with anyone other 
than my husband but it did 
not detract from one of the 
most enjoyable weeks I’ve had 
and I shall certainly repeat the 
experience next year.

     Summer School offers an inspirational mix of lifelong 
               learning opportunities and entertainment for all ages. 
See what some of our residents got up to 
                   at Marlborough College this summer...

Summer School Courses at

Cryptic Crosswords
Moyra Evans 

I suspect we all know that there 
is a difference between a cryptic 
crossword and an ordinary one, but 
unless you have been initiated to 
them over the years  the difference 
can leave you in a bit of a mental 
fog.  I have often puzzled over 
them with no success, so when I 
saw that Marlborough Summer 
School had a ‘fun’ course on 
deciphering them, I decided to go 
and find out.  I found, however, that 
I needed to learn a rather different 
way of thinking but was excited to 
see the light suddenly shining on a 
clue to reveal its meaning!

Here’s a clue for you to work on 
while you read!  Portion of salary 
earned for a time.

Now for an example of a clue 
which we will solve:- Muriel, 
maybe, with advert for engine 
part (5,4).  Now, you might have 
guessed that the answer is ‘spark 
plug’, but what has Muriel got 
to do with it?  Well, Muriel was 
maybe Muriel Spark (the writer 
1918-2006) and another word for 
the advert is ‘plug’ as in plugging 
a certain washing powder for 
instance,  so the answer to ‘engine 
part’ is spark plug, which confirms 

your original guess, if indeed you 
ever had one.

Here is another fairly straight 
forward clue:- a few deliveries 
arrived, crushed.  First we need to 
take out of our minds that these 
crushed items may have been 
strawberries and instead, to decide 
on what experts would call the 
‘definition’, which leads us to the 
possible answer.  It is always at the 
beginning or end of the clue.  Here 
we might think of another word 
for ‘crushed’ – maybe ‘overcame’ 
might be it?  Now we will check 
this out by looking at the rest of 
the clue.  A few deliveries could 
be an ‘over’ (think cricket) and 
arrived could be ‘came’, giving us 
‘overcame’.  A quick look in the 
Chambers crossword dictionary 
confirms that an alternative word 
for ‘crush’ could be ‘overcome’, so 
‘crushed’ becomes ‘overcame’ in 
the past tense.  So that’s another 
clue done! 

The leader of our course was Tim 
Morey, whose book ‘How to crack 
Cryptic Crosswords’ is a great 
starting point to understanding 
how to tackle them.  The clues I 
have described above were taken 
from The Times Cryptic Crossword 
and fall into the type of clue where 
we need to think laterally, and/
or ignore the way the clue reads, 

but there are also several other 
types of clue, including anagrams, 
homophones and hidden clues.  
The one above about ‘the portion 
of salary earned for a time’ contains 
a hidden clue, in which we need to 
find a word within other words.  
If we assume the definition is for 
a time  giving a possible solution 
of  ‘year’ which we might have 
guessed from ‘for a time’, we need 
now to confirm the answer by 
looking at the cryptic ‘word play’.  
Here it is hidden in ‘portion of salary 
earned’.  Because portion of means 
is a part of  we need to look within 
salary earned for our solution of 
‘year’.  I hope you can see it!

This very short taster in learning 
about solving cryptic crosswords 
cannot possibly do justice to 
them; after all whole books have 
been written about how to do 
them.  It only remains for me 
to say that you could join Tim 
Moorey next summer and enjoy 
the challenge of learning new 
things, meeting friendly people 
and being sustained at break 
times with coffee and a choice 
of doughnuts, millionaire’s 
shortbread, and chocolate 
muffins!  And maybe building 
the foundations of a lasting new 
hobby to keep your brain active 
in quiet times.
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Emojinary Game
Jollys of Bath
£23.00

This Christmas

Shop
Local

for him

for h
er

for kids

for you!

Fairfax & Favor 
The Mini Windsor
Handbag
available 
in teal or tan

Wadswick 
Country Store
£265.00

Dubarry Faux 
Fur Scarf
Wadswick 
Country Store
£19.95

Soprano Stags Woven 
Silk Tie Collection
available in  
wine or green
Wadswick 
Country Store
£24.95

Barbour Bright 
Country Plaid 
Mens Scarf
Wadswick Country 
Store
£34.95

Amuseable Avocado Jellycat
Paprika Gifts, Chippenham
£20.00

Make Your Own 
Insect House in 
a Tin
Paprika Gifts,
Chippenham
£10.99

Gentlemen’s 
Hardware Brick 
Soap 170g
Paprika Gifts, 
Chippenham
£10.99

Ted Baker Hip 
Flask with Shot 
Cups Blue Cadet
Paprika Gifts, 
Chippenham
£39.95

Silk Paris Print Short Kimono
One Size
Rossiter’s Of Bath
£40.00

Aroma Home 
Hot Hugs Pug
Leekes, Melksham
£19.99

SRC Harris 
Tweed 
Putter Cover
Tony Valentine 
Golf Centre, 
Corsham
£10.99

Foxdenton 
Damson Gin
70cl
Wadswick 
Country
Store
£24.50

Helen Moore 
Faux Fur Pom Pom 
Keyring
available 
in alternative 
colours

Wadswick 
Country Store
£26.95

Silver 9x7mm Pear Shape 
Garnet Tutti Fruiti Ring
Watlings of Lacock
£120.00

QHP Jumpy Horse Toy

alternative 
colours available
Wadswick 
Country Store
£16.95

Mon Amie Food
Red Leather Watch
Jolly’s, Bath
£99.00

Wiggly Worm 
Yellow Jellycat
Paprika Gifts, 
Chippenham
£12.00

Wadworth Beer 
Advent Calendar
Wadworth Brewery 
Store, Devizes
Pre-order online now
£60.00

Lick The Spoon Chocolates - The Bish – 
Supreme Champion 2016 Taste of the 
West Awards
Lick the Spoon, Corsham 
www.lickthespoon.co.uk
£11.95

Pre-order your Turkey now
From Toby Haynes Family Butchers 
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Monday Group 

The books we have read and 
discussed over the last few months 
have all been novels.  Each were in 
the best seller lists for a long time 
and all proved to be good and 
interesting reads.

Each of these books really divided us 
as a group so this time I will write a 
short commentary on each.

June: The Miniaturist 
by Jessie Burton 

This novel concerned the destructive 
forces at play within a prosperous 
Dutch household in 17th century 
Amsterdam.  The plot is largely 
driven by the frequent and mystifying 
appearances of small objects in a 
model Dutch townhouse owned by 
the newly-wed lady of the house.  
These miniatures sometimes shed 
light on the past and sometimes 
predicted and even steered future 
tragic events.

Most of the group enjoyed the 
novel, its characters and the insight 
it provided into the Dutch East India 
Company and the moral codes 
and complexities of the time.  But 
all of us were disappointed that no 
satisfactory explanation was given as 
to when, how and why the miniatures 
magically appeared and what larger 
purpose they served.  A mystery had 
been presented to intrigue the reader 
but no solution was offered.

July: A Man called Ove 
by Frederick Backman 

Essentially, this story was pretty 
straightforward: a modern morality 
tale about how a seemingly obnoxious 
person is transformed and redeemed 
by the kindness of strangers.

Ove, aged 59, is awkward, rude, 
intolerant and cantankerous – a 
stubborn stickler for the rules (his rules 
and his way of doing things.)  

But over the course of the novel we 
gradually begin to see Ove in a new 
light and start to root for him. The 
chapters are artfully arranged so that 
the story moves smoothly backwards 
and forwards in time and we learn 
what has made Ove the man he is: 
an unsettled childhood, loneliness, 
bullying and victimisation; an 
unexpectedly joyous marriage; and 
the devastating loss of his wife.

Over the course of several 
unsuccessful suicide attempts, Ove 
becomes entangled – against his 
wishes – with several boisterous 
new neighbours, a stroppy cat, and 
a number of young people.  He is 
effectively forced to help them out 
and to act kindly towards them.  
The ice around his heart begins to 
melt and the essential goodness of 
the man emerges: his high moral 
standards, his honesty, his courage 
and his search for clarity and truth. We 
all thoroughly enjoyed the book.  It was 
heart-warming and poignant and shot 
through with humour.

 

August: Eleanor Oliphant 
is Completely Fine 
by Gail Honeyman

Eleanor Oliphant, when we first meet 
her, is a strange and profoundly lonely 
young woman leading a completely 
empty life.  She lacks social skills, doesn’t 
understand why people act as they do, 
and tends to say exactly what she is 
thinking, however inappropriate.

At work she tries hard to keep 
herself to herself, is quaint and old-
fashioned and the butt of office 
jokes.  At weekends she heats up 
pizzas, downs two large bottles of 
vodka, solves cryptic crosswords and 
speaks to nobody. 

We learn later that Eleanor had a 
terrible up-bringing, was physically 
and mentally abused, and frequently 
moved from pillar to post from one 
foster home to another.  She never 
received any show of love or affection.

But things gradually change.  After 
helping an old man who has fallen 
down in the street, Eleanor gets 
drawn into the lives of an office 
colleague and others and starts 
to forge bonds of friendship that 
suggest she will be able to lead 
a better and more fulfilling life.  
Throwing off the shackles of her 
past life she begins to acquire 
greater self-worth.  She still has 
problems, but we believe that she 
will overcome them.

“Eleanor Oliphant” is a life-affirming 
read, ostensibly about loneliness 
but full of humour and delightful 
observations on the way we live 
today.  It is by turn, distressing, 
hilarious, sad, deeply moving and 
uplifting.  We loved it!

Tuesday Group
The twelve members of the Tuesday 
Reading Group have continued to 
enjoy reading a varied selection 
of books and then meeting 
together for a lively discussion 
each month. The three books this 
quarter received mixed responses yet 
provided many themes to explore. 

Fingers in the Sparkle Jar
Chris Packham: Autobiography

Chris Packham has written a very 
honest and compelling account 
of his life since childhood with 
Asperger’s Syndrome, a form of 
autism. He spent his younger life 
exploring the woods and fields 
near his home, often nocturnally. 
He captured a young kestrel and 
brought it home to rear and train 
in his parents’ home. It developed 
into a very fulfilling relationship 
where he felt comfortable, safe 
and empowered. This was not the 
case with his peers who did not 
understand him and made him feel 
isolated. At a later time in his life he 
became suicidal and had counselling 
sessions with a psychiatrist.

It seems he overcame his fear of 
interacting with people, and his vast 
knowledge of the animal kingdom has 
resulted in him becoming a frequent 
presenter on wild life TV programmes.

He has had a great response to this 
book from others on the autistic 
spectrum, who thank him for 
describing so graphically how he 
feels. He said: ‘His search was for 
freedom, meaning and acceptance 
in a world that didn’t understand him’.
This book had a very mixed response 
from members of our Book Group.

The Guernsey Literary 
and Potato Peel Society  
Mary Ann Shaffer 
and Annie Barrows
A London based author, Juliet 
Ashton, begins an exchange of 
letters with a Guernsey resident, 
Dawsey Adams. It’s 1946 and 
the Islanders are still suffering 
the privations of the war, which, 
amongst others, includes a 
shortage of books to read; Dawsey 
is hoping that Juliet may be able to 
boost their supply.

A key part of the story is that 
during the war one of the residents 
Elizabeth McKenna had fallen in 
love with a German soldier and 
eventually gave birth to their child, 
who was named Kit.  Elizabeth 
concocted the story of a book club 
which the residents then developed 
and found that it gave them a 
genuine reason to meet with relief 
from the privations they suffered.  
Sadly, Elizabeth was eventually 
deported to a concentration camp 
where she was killed.

Juliet, having been drawn into 
this group of people, moved to 
Guernsey, became close to Kit, 
married Dawsey, and having 
searched for a subject for her next 
book realised that the story of 
Elizabeth was an ideal choice.

Our book club members discussed 
the format of this book which was 
written through a series of letters.  
We were surprised that, in the 
days before quick communication 
through email, the letters still 
moved the story along at a pace 
sufficient to maintain interest.  We 
also discussed the social features of 
belonging to a book club.

Birdcage Walk 

by Helen Dunmore
The story is set in times of turbulence 
in England due to worries about the 

French Revolution and increasing 
fear about possible war with France.
The main character, Lizzie, had 
been brought up in Bristol by 
Julia Fawkes, a passionate writer 
concerned with the place of women 
and the poor in society.  Lizzie has 
been taught to be independent in 
thought and action but when she 
meets John Diner Tredevant she 
falls for his good looks and wants 
nothing else but to marry him. 

But Diner, as he prefers to be called, 
has been married once before and 
a feeling of foreboding is conveyed 
that all is not well with him.  He is 
driven by the need to make money 
and intends to build a crescent of 
houses overlooking the Avon Gorge.  
Unfortunately the general political 
and economic unrest at the time 
undermines his plans, the buyers fall 
away and Diner is left with creditors 
chasing him for money owed.

Throughout Lizzie’s marriage to Diner 
and despite a surprisingly satisfying 
physical relationship, she is very 
fearful of his dark moods and towards 
the end she realises that he sees her as 
part of his belongings rather than as 
an independent person.  

Members of the book club found 
much to discuss, beginning with 
the key question, which was why 
did Lizzie, brought up to value her 
own independence, not foresee 
the compromises she would have 
to make through being married 
to a man whose values were so 
different from those she was used 
to.  Opinion was divided amongst 
our readers on the quality of the 
book with a few being disappointed 
with the way the story tailed off at 
the end.  However, most of us liked 
the mainly chronological set of 
the story and the relatively happy 
ending, even though we were 
left with a question mark over the 
forthcoming birth of her baby!
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Smokey Butternut

By Rose Wiltshire

This recipe comes from a 
“foodie” friend in San Diego, 
California where I lived until last 
year.  It sounds incongruous that 
you would need hot soup in 
Southern California, but during 
January  and February it can 
drop below 15 degrees.
 
This is perfect on a chilly day.  
Serve with crusty bread or home 
made croutons (details below) - 
or both. The smokiness comes 
from the bacon.

I usually serve this soup with 
toasted cheese and bacon 
sandwiches - I know you’ll 
probably be saying more bacon 
and bread?  but really - why not?!

_____________________________

•  1 butternut squash (about 
   1 kilo) peeled, de-seeded 
   and cut into chunks
•  3 rashers smoked streaky 
   bacon, chopped. 
•  1 small turnip, cut into chunks
•  0.75 litre chicken or 
    vegetable stock, (plus a little 
    extra for adjusting thickness)
•  1 clove garlic, minced
•  1 teaspoon cayenne pepper
•  2 teaspoon dried sage
•  Pinch nutmeg
•  Salt and pepper to taste
 
To serve:  

•  Creme fraiche

  

Method
In a large heavy bottomed 
saucepan, gently fry bacon over 
medium heat until fat runs and 
bacon begins to colour.  Stir in 
garlic, cook for a further minute.  
Add the chunks of squash and 
turnip and stir for 2 - 3 minutes.  
Season with the sage, cayenne 
pepper and nutmeg, and a little 
salt and ground black pepper.

Pour in stock, and bring up to 
simmer point. Simmer for 15-20 
minutes or until squash and 
turnip are soft. Allow to cool 
slightly. Place in blender (or use 
blender stick) and whiz until 
smooth and slightly thickened. 
If necessary, add more stock if 
soup seems too thick for your 
liking! Check seasoning, and 
add more salt and pepper if 
needed.
 
To make croutons: Take sliced 
day old bread – (granary or 
similar is particularly tasty). Cut
into cubes. Toss in hot vegetable 
oil in a shallow pan turning 
constantly - this only takes a few 
minutes, so watch carefully so 
bread doesn’t burn, unless you 
like burnt croutons of course.
 
To serve:  Make sure soup is nice 
and hot, pour into soup bowls, 
swirl in either dollop of creme 
fraiche or spoonful of single cream, 
sprinkle on chopped parsley and 
croutons if using, and a twist of 
freshly ground black pepper.
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Mocha Freezer Gateau
By Wendy Osburn__________________________
A really delicious pud and an old 
family favourite, ideal for a Boxing 
Day lunch dessert.
__________________________

•  40 sponge finger biscuits
•  8oz plain cooking chocolate 
•  3 tbsp water or liqueur
•  2 eggs separated
•  2 lev tbsp instant coffee powder
•  ½ pt double cream

Decoration:
•  ½ pt double cream
•  Grated Chocolate 

Method
Line a 6 inch round cake tin with 
grease proof paper. Arrange a 
layer of sponge fingers around 
sides and over the base, trimming 
to fit where necessary.

Melt chocolate in a basin over 
saucepan of hot water. Add water 
or liqueur, beaten egg yolks and 
coffee powder. Beat until smooth. 
Whip cream until thick and stir into 
mixture. Whisk egg whites and 
fold in. Pour     of mixture into tin, 
cover with layer of sponge fingers, 
repeat twice more, finishing with a 
layer of sponge fingers.

To serve now:
Whip remaining cream until stiff.   
Decorate top with cream and 
scatter with grated chocolate.
Serve chilled.

To freeze
Open-freeze until solid. Wrap and 
seal. Use within 4 months. Thaw 
unwrapped in fridge for 5 hrs.
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•  1 kg haunch of venison 
    boned and rolled

Marinade
•  Small bunch fresh thyme
•  8 peppercorns
•  8 juniper berries crushed
•  ½ bottle red wine
•  3 slices of orange peel

Marinate for 12 - 16 hours turning 
at least once. Remove venison, 
pat dry and discard marinade. 

In a roasting tray add 30ml oil 
and sear the haunch until brown 
in colour all over.  Place in oven 
at 180c for 45min for medium 
rare or longer if desired. Rest in 
foil for 15 min.

Redcurrant Gravy
In a pan add:

•  ½ bottle red wine
•  4 slices of orange peel
•  6 juniper berries

Simmer and reduce down until 
you have about 4 tbsp remaining.

Then add: 

• 400ml beef stock 
  (you could use cold tea if no stock)
•  3 tbsp redcurrant jelly
•  30g butter

Reduce by half, stir well and sieve 
into a clean saucepan, bring back 
to the boil and whisk in the butter.

Season to taste and pour over 
your sliced venison, serve with 
your favourite vegetables and 
potatoes, sprinkle with fresh 
redcurrants.

Seasonal Roasted Haunch of Venison with Redcurrant Gravy 

Recipes...

Here are two delicious signature dishes; one by Rose Wiltshire, the newest 
member of our sales team and  another by Wadswick resident Wendy Osburn

There are only a couple of breeds that are available all year round 
but most are seasonal. 

Stags are available for about 7 months of the year and Does about 5 months. May, June, July being closed season for some breeds.

TIP:  To easily peel and cut 
butternut squash, prick in several 
places with a fork, microwave on 
high for 4 - 5 mins, et cool for a 
couple of minutes before peeling.

Squash Soup



14

Brian Edwards

I was seven when we moved 
from Bexleyheath (the day after 
the London Blitz finished) my 
father’s department having been 
re-located from Woolwich to 
Leicester. My mother and I then 
led a nomadic existence living 
with relatives in Nottingham 
and lngoldmells and in rooms in 
Leicester. Later we rented a house 
in Syston. Despite my disrupted 
education, I was successful in 
the ‘scholarship’ examination 
and attended Loughborough 
Grammar School, transferring 
to Dartford Grammar School 
after the war. I served in a railway 
squadron, Royal Engineers, 
during my National Service. 

My parents insisted on correct 
spelling and grammar and judged 
others by their use of English. I 
probably inherited from them any 
writing ability I may have. 

Upon moving to Andover during 
my career as an electronics 
engineer, I joined the Andover 
Writers’ Workshop, where I 
experimented with different 
writing techniques, which 
gained me several small prizes in 
Workshop competitions. 

My work covers topics about 
which I feel emotionally involved, 
such as family, or newsworthy 
events. Obviously, the war was 
such a series of events.  At the 
time, I was unaware of living 
through ‘interesting’ times; air 
raids were terrifying but accepted 
as a less pleasant aspect of 
life, like missing a bus or being 
caught in the rain. Only recently 
have I realised how extraordinary 
my childhood, and those of my 
peers, was.

Poetry
   corner 
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Brian Hinett 

After a career as an advertising 
copywriter I took early retirement 
and moved home to Nice on the 
Cote d’Azur.

After 7 years I returned to the UK to 
fulfil my ambition to paint. I signed 
up at college for a year then at 
university for a further 3 years to 
gain a degree in “Art and Related 
Arts”. I followed this up with further 
study to obtain a Master’s degree 
in “Creative Writing”.

Since then I have enjoyed painting 
portraits, having made this my 
speciality, and have written a 
collection of poems some of 
which have been published and 
others which have done well in 
serious competitions.

Where is 
this from?...

...to set budding 
more, 
And still more, 
later flowers 
for the bees, 
Until they think 
warm days 
will never cease, 
For summer has 
o’er-brimm’d 
their clammy 
cells. 

Answer in solutions 
section on puzzles page
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Mr Harper’s Suit  
(Bexleyheath 1940) 

The morning after the raid 
The last night’s terror 
Fading in the daylight, 

It’s time to explore 
And add to my collection 

Sharp jagged shrapnel. 
The road’s scarred by black holes

Each roughly covered 
By a charred, bursting sandbag

Showing where the fire bombs fell,
And Mr Harper’s house 

Has disappeared. 
Its semi-detached partner

Remains unscathed. 
We criticise Mr Harper’s taste 

In bedroom wallpaper, 
And remark that 

The two bedroom fireplaces,
Ten feet from the ground 

Look so ridiculous 
As does his best suit 

Still safe on its hanger 
On the bedroom picture rail.

Note from Brian Hinett: 

Tatty and I lived in the same house 

when I was around 12. He was the 

son of a friend of my aunt, who 

promised his mother that she would 

take care of him after she died. Tatty 

passed away when only forty years old.

Tatty
Tatty should read Fatty

Only he could never get
his tongue around the word
even at his age which was

years older than the rest of us.

He begged to join our gang
but was so slow we knew

bang would go our Code of Secrecy
so we said “Tatty no....

you’re not half tough enough.”

Although, to tell the truth,
strong as any chimpanzee

with legs and arms like branches
from some wind-whipped tree

he was tougher than the best of us.

He never did stop pleading
to be a member of our gang,

always got the same reply
‘til one day Tatty found a way
to prove that he was tough.

Bunching up his fists and punching
punching his own face

punching ‘till his eyes puffed up,
all red and purple, punching punching
‘till his fat lips split and dribbled blood.

Yes, we all tried to stop him
but as I told you he was strong -

strong as any chimpanzee.
We saw that nothing could be done

so were afraid and ran and ran

while Tatty shouted after us,
“You see, I am half tough enough

to join your gang.
I am.

I am.”

Poetry 
Puzzle
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There have been three exciting 
sessions of Musical Memories 
since the last issue of Life On 
The Green.  The music has been 
varied , including classical, film 
music and jazz, in the hope that 
everyone would find something 
they liked within these genres.  
We have developed new 
challenges, namely, clues to be 
interpreted, and joining together 
to sing along to popular, well 
known pieces.

As the organiser of the sessions 
I have loved putting the music 
together and researching 
the pieces has considerably 
expanded my knowledge 
of a variety of tunes.  In 
May, in a miscellaneous and 
classical session, members 
of the group selected pieces 
from Beethoven, Sibelius, 
Mendelssohn, Gilbert and 
Sullivan, Rachmaninoff, and 
songs from the Merry Widow,  
and the beautiful ‘You are my 
heart’s delight’ from the Land 
of Smiles.  We enjoyed singing 
the Judges’ song from Trial by 
Jury (Gilbert and Sullivan) and 
‘There is nothing like a Dame’ 
from South Pacific.

Our June meeting found us 
listening to music from films 
once we had cracked the clues!  
For instance, ‘Rita’s swapped 
roles in class’ was Julie Waters 
acting out the teacher in Billy 
Elliott, with ‘I like to boogie’.  
And ‘Liza made this song 
famous but with whom did she 
share it?’ was the clue to Liza 
Minelli and ‘New York, New 
York’, with the famous lines, 
‘if I can make it here, I’ll make 
it anywhere…’  The clarinet 
concerto in A major by Mozart 
is found in ‘The King’s Speech’ 
and ‘You’ve got a friend in 
me’ reminded those who had 
seen it of ‘Toy Story 1-4’.  We 
sang along with the Beatles 
to ‘Yellow Submarine’ and 
‘Whenever I feel afraid’, from 
‘The King and I’.  It was then 
that we were asked to quieten 
down as, despite the door to 
the restaurant being closed, 
our singing was disturbing the 
diners’ concentration on their 
food and conversation!

The theme for our August 
meeting was ‘jazz’ and it was 
great to delve back into the 
past to remember some of the 

old favourites such as Glen 
Miller, Acker Bilk, Chris Barber, 
Monty Sunshine, Ella Fitzgerald 
and Louis Armstrong.  We sang 
the well remembered ‘I won’t 
dance, don’t ask me, I won’t 
dance, Madam with you, my 
heart won’t let my feet do 
things they should do’ and also
‘I’m going to lay down my 
sword and shield, down by 
the riverside, down by the 
riverside..…I ain’t going to study 
war no more.’

We heard once more the 
mesmerising solo tones of the 
clarinet and trombone, the 
beautiful simplicity of the ‘Ave 
Maria’, and the exhortation of  
Louis Armstrong to:-

   keep on smiling,   
   ‘cause when you’re 
smiling, the whole 
 world smiles with you.

musical          memories

Our group continues to meet regularly once a month in the Royal Arthur Room, 

tackling a variety of dramatic genres. Since the last issue of ‘Life On The Green’ we have 

grappled with ‘Lady Windermere’s Fan’ by Oscar Wilde, a comedy called ‘Bunkered’ by 

Lynn Brittney, and a collection of readings chosen by the members of the group. 
‘Lady Windermere’s Fan’ provided a very entertaining evening and gave us a greater 

understanding of the social manners of the time. Wilde’s wit and humour emerged 

much more clearly in performance than from a plain reading of the text.
‘Bunkered’ put us into an entirely different time and situation, the action taking place 

in a naval intelligence bunker. The bunker is manned by four naval personnel who are 

nearing retirement age. Although the bunker was decommissioned several years ago, the 

staff are mistakenly still turning up for work each day and continue to receive their salaries.  

All is well, until attempts to repair a monitor trigger a major defence alert and lead to the 

bunker being shut down with all the staff trapped inside. Escape is achieved by means 

of a carrier pigeon called Doris, and this incident gave rise to more uncontrolled laughter 

than the author can ever have imagined. Everything turns out well in the end and the naval 

personnel even qualify to receive a handsome pension.Our most recent meeting took on a different format. Each of us was invited to choose an 

item to read to the group. This proved to be very interesting as there was a wide variety of 

different topics. Some members had written about their memories and times when they 

had moved to Wadswick Green.  Others chose comic monologues, an extract from Judy 

Murray’s autobiography, a thought-provoking poem about a nurse and patient relationship, a 

patter song from Gilbert and Sullivan and a moving poem, ‘Desiderata’, written in the late 19th 

century and based on a 17th century text. The poem ends with the words, ‘Be cheerful.  Strive 

to be happy.’ Each month the play-reading group succeeds in doing just that.Kathie Jennings and Ron Spurgeon

Wadswick Play Readers
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The group meets 
monthly on 

Wednesday evenings

Moyra Evans

The Wadswick Walkers Present

JEREMY AND THE SEVEN WALKERS
An original Pantomime written and produced by Sylvia Humphries

SUNDAY 9TH DECEMBER 7PM
Premiere showing at The 

Greenhouse prior to the West End.
Come along and join 

in the singing
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Across

1   Rapid nuclear reactor    
      shut-down (5)

4   Helper (9)

10 Dressing (10)

11  Atop (4)

12 Ministers (9)

13 Bender (5)

15 Sets of equipment (4)

17 Female big cat (10)

19 Herefordshire town (10)

21 Type of heating fuel (4)

22 Reprimand (5)

24 Contented (9)

27 Waist band (4)

28 Volume for preliminary  
      artistic studies (10)

29 Steam locomotive (4,5)

30 One of these means 
      almost cloudless (5)

  

Crossword
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Sudoku                                                  
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Chess Puzzle                                            

White to mate in four moves

Solutions to this issue’s puzzles
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ATWORTH
BATH
BOWOOD
BOX
BRADFORD
CALNE

CHIPPENHAM
COLERNE
CORSHAM
DYRHAM
GASTARD
HOLT

LACKHAM
NESTON
MELKSHAM
PICKWICK
WESTONBIRT

INTERESTING 
PLACES
Find the names 
of 17 places of 
local interest 
hidden in the 
square above.W

O
RD
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RC
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Down

2 Truce (5-4)

3 Isolated (5)

5 Snow vehicle (7)

6 Notion (4)

7 Fabricated (7-2)

8 Hangman’s knot (5)

9 Emphasize (9)

14 Wig (9)

16 Ignorant person (9)

18 Whipping boy (9)

20 Makes journeys (7)

23 Gaiety (5)

25 Legend (5)

26 Capital of Norway (4)

Solutions for crossword puzzle: Across: 1 Scram, 4 Assistant, 10 Mayonnaise, 11 Upon, 
12 Reverends, 13 Spree, 15 Kits, 17 Leopardess, 19 Leominster, 21 Peat, 22 Scold, 24 Satisfied, 
27 Belt, 28 Sketchbook, 29 Iron horse, 30 Tenth.  

Down: 2 Cease-fire, 3 Alone, 5 Skiddoo, 6 Idea, 7 Trumped-up, 8 Noose, 9 Underline, 
14 Hairpiece, 16 Simpleton, 18 Scapegoat, 20 Travels, 23 Cheer, 25 Fable, 26 Oslo. 

Solution to chess puzzle: 1. N to f7 check, K to g8; 2. N to h6 check, K to h8; 
3. Q to g8 check, R takes Q on g8; 4. N to f7 checkmate

Solution to poetry puzzle on page 17: From ‘To Autumn’ by John Keats
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CHRISTMAS 
2018 

AT THE

 GREENHOUSE
 

Join us at The Greenhouse Restaurant this Christmas and enjoy the festive party season 
in a relaxed and stylish setting, the perfect destination to share in the celebrations 

with your family, friends and colleagues too.
 

We’ll be offering a 2 or 3 course festive fayre, available for lunch and dinner 
from the evening of 30th November until lunchtime 

on Christmas Eve 24th December.

We’ll also be open on Christmas Day for a gourmet dining experience, 
Boxing Day for classic brunch and New Year’s Eve until late.

We look forward to welcoming you to The Greenhouse.

 

 

Booking during this period is essential. A non-refundable deposit of £10 per person is required to confirm 
a Festive booking. Menu choices to be pre-ordered in advance of your reserved date. To find out more 

about the festive season at The Greenhouse, visit our website. 

Reserve a table any time by calling 01225 585880 or book online

www.thegreenhousewg.co.uk 
The Greenhouse Restaurant | The Pavilion | Wadswick Green | Corsham | SN13 9RD

 

 

30th Nov - 23rd Dec
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Boxing Day 
27th & 28th December
29th & 30th December
New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day

FESTIVE OPENING HOURS
Open as normal
12noon - 3pm
11am - 5pm
11am - 5pm 
Residents only, 9am - 6pm
Open as normal
12noon - 3pm
7pm - late  
11am - 5pm

Festive menu
Standard & Festive menus
Christmas Day menu
All day Brunch
Breakfast and Bar menus
Standard menus
Standard menus
New Year’s Eve menu
All day Brunch


