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Join the club...
Just some of the great groups & clubs we have 
here at The Greenhouse and what they get up to
 

Clubs                                April    |    May   |    June     |   2019

Scrabble Group
3pm Monday
The Scrabble Group meets each 
Monday afternoon, and usually 
there are eight or nine of us 
playing on two or three boards in 
the Royal Arthur Room. There are 
currently thirteen members, and 
as most of us have played before 
we agree between ourselves 
common ground where different 
experiences of ruling occur.  We 
cover a range of abilities and 
everyone is welcome.

Contact: Claire ladd
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Prayer Group
10am Monday
We are a group of Christians at 
Wadswick Green who attend 
several different local churches 
and meet to pray every Monday.  
We usually start by singing a hymn 
followed by a set prayer. We then 
have a time of informal open 
prayer for personal needs. We 
always stress that these prayers are 
confidential within the group.

We pray for those we know who 
are ill or bereaved, for the staff, for

safety on the building site and 
for residents who have recently 
moved in. We sometimes cover 
topics of world news but we do 
not discuss doctrine or theology. 

Some people who attend don’t 
feel able to pray out loud but they 
often bring a reading to share with 
the group or listen and pray silently.

New members are always 
welcome to join us. If you are 
unable to come but would like us 
to pray for a specific need, please 
feel free to contact us.

Contact: Norman & Pat Fuggle
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Play Reading Group
7pm first Tuesday 
of the month
The Play Reading Group meets 
monthly.  We have tackled various 
plays, such as Agatha Christie’s 
‘The Mousetrap’, Oscar Wilde’s ‘A 
Woman Of No Importance’ and 
some of Alan Bennett’s ‘Talking 
Heads’ monologues.

These writers suit our particular 
group’s requirements and give 
us scope for character acting 
and sometimes dressing up to 
play the part!

Contact: Moyra Evans
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Welcome to the latest issue of LOTG. Spring is such an uplifting time of year 
and you will have already noticed our lovely grounds are bursting with colour.  
In Almond Close alone, Chris Liversidge and his team have planted over 1000 
spring bulbs for our enjoyment.

There has been a lot of interest in Almond Close since the launch in February 
and I’m sure you will join me in extending a very warm welcome to the first 
Almond Close residents and introducing them into our unique community at 
Wadswick Green.

I do hope this Spring brings warm sunny days that we can enjoy on the terrace 
with friends enjoying all that The Greenhouse has to offer. We have lots of 
exciting events arranged during the coming months, including the Real Ale and 
Gin Festival over Easter.

I am delighted that there is so much going on here, as you will see in the 
following pages. There is now a huge variety of groups and activities, most of 
which have been started and are led by residents.  These truly represent the 
community spirit of our village.

Please do feel free to contact the group organisers to find out more. 
Suggestions for new groups are always welcome; I look forward to there 
being a photography group one day!

Warm Regards

      Welcome
    to the Spring  
  edition

General Manager - Wadswick Green

2



Arts and Craft Group
1.30pm Tuesday

The Arts and Craft Group meet on 
Tuesday afternoons in the Royal 
Arthur Room.

We are a lively group with 5 
members, but can accommodate 
up to 10 people.

Interests cover a wide range of 
crafts to include:- Beadweaving, 
Decoupage, Origami, Paper-Craft, 
Drawing, Sketching, Card-Craft, 
Paper Cutting, Crochet and 
Knitting.  New Craft and Crafters 
are always welcome .

If you would like to take part in 
one of our sessions as a taster, or 
are interested in joining us, please 
contact us.

Contact: Dawn Toms
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Musical Memories
7pm, fourth Wednesday 
of the month
Since March 2018 when the 
Musical Memories group held its 
first meeting we have listened to 
over 100 pieces of music selected 
from a variety of themes, including 
‘feeling good’, ‘families and 
friendship’, ‘summer’, ‘jazz’ and 
‘films and musical theatre’.  The 
music has been a good medium  
for sharing enjoyment, fun, 
remembering times of our youth 
and singing some of the songs 
which we know so well.  

We have clues to solve before 
we hear the music and usually 
engage in a lively discussion 
afterwards, often recalling other 
performers who have also 
recorded the particular song or 
dredging up memories of the 
time when it had been popular.  
I get the feeling that we leave 
the meeting relaxed and happy!

Contact: Moyra Evans

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Art Group
10am, first and third 
Thursday of the month

We are a group of people with 
an interest in Art who meet twice 
a month in The Greenhouse 
for an informal session lasting 
two hours.  We are of varying 
standards ranging from complete 
novices to very experienced and 
talented members.

We all have different styles and 
interests including landscapes, 
seascapes, detailed architectural 
drawings, still life, etc. and we use 
different media, the most popular 
at the moment being water colour 
and charcoal.

The group doesn’t have any 
formal teaching but those of us 
who are more experienced help 
the less knowledgeable and we 
learn from each other. We all find 
it a very relaxing and sociable way 
of spending a couple of hours.

If you are interested you would be 
very welcome to join us on the first 
or third Thursday of the month.

Contact:  Kathie Jennings
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Handmade Jewellery by Wendy Osburn 
Tuesday Arts and Craft Group
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Painting by June Game
Thursday Art Group
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The Royal Arthur 
Gentlemen’s Club 
7pm Thursday
The group was set up to 
encourage men who are residents 
of Wadswick Green to get to know 
each other and we welcome new 
residents (single, widowed or 
married) to join us on a Thursday 
evening. This has helped to 
build friendships and a better 
understanding of the way we 
want our community to develop.

We discuss issues of interest or talk 
about sport, cars, practical jobs, 
world and local news, as well as 
holidays. It also gives us the chance 
to learn of past life experiences 
either in work, military or hobbies. 
Some of us join in various games 
including cribbage, hearts, UNO, 
dominoes or chess and others just 
watch and chat.

We would love to see more men
join us so just turn up 7pm any
Thursday at The Greenhouse.

Contact: Norman Fuggle 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Family History 
Group 
This group was set up initially 
to establish interest amongst 
residents in tracing their ancestors 
and developing family trees. 
Members were introduced to the 
different family history websites 
and search engines and how they 
operate. It was then agreed that the 
best way of taking things forward 
was by individuals getting together 
to help each other in solving 
problems rather than by group 
discussion. If you are interested in 
tracing your family tree and need 
help in getting started or if you 
have encountered particularly 
difficult problems or issues that 
are hard to solve, get in touch. 

Contact: Richard Eales 
or Norman Fuggle
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Golf

Kingsdown, Cumberwell Park 
and North Wilts Golf Clubs have 
all been visited by the intrepid golf 
squad from Wadswick Green. 
Kingsdown is our home club, 
Cumberwell is where we tend to 
get lost on the highest fairways 
and North Wilts sees us working 
hard to manage the hilly terrain 
and at the same time to produce 
some resoundingly good shots!  
We play together about once 
every six weeks, and try to play 
once a week in between times 
- weather permitting - and we 
play to enjoy the game, but that 
may depend on how well we are 
playing!  

Contact Ted Docherty, 
Resident liaison
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––



Malcolm’s 
Monthly long Walk

We are so lucky to live in such 
a beautiful area with so many 
public footpaths and open 
spaces and there is no better 
way of seeing it than on foot.

Once a month Malcolm’s little 
band of intrepid walkers start 
their long walk to freedom, 
which after about 6 miles 
becomes the long walk home. 
The freedom is the open 
countryside, so beautiful and 
abundant in this corner of 
England. No buildings or traffic 
as far as the eye can see and 
the only noise apart from our 
endless chatter and laughter 
is the sound of bird song. The 
long walk home is to the place 
that has enabled us to make 
all these new friendships with 
other likeminded “oldies”.

The walks are long, challenging 
and not for the faint hearted, 
however, we have all learnt that 
with a bit of encouragement and 
a following wind we can achieve 
a lot more than we ever thought 
we were capable of doing. 

They are mainly circular walks 
with very little retracing of our 
steps, except of course when 
we have gone wrong. That is 
when we hear Malcolm saying 
“I don’t remember this bit”. 
However it is soon followed by 
“Oh yes this is right”. We have 
walked from, to and through 
many local villages. Once we 
climbed to the top of Little 
Solsbury Hill, famous for being 
an Iron Age settlement and of 
course for Peter Gabriel’s song 
of the same name.

Just over half way round the 
walks, Malcolm will produce 
some Mars Bars to sustain our 
flagging bodies, then it’s onwards 
and upwards once more.

There are many obstacles along 
the way. The stiles are plentiful 
and varied - I have never walked 
in an area with so many. Some 
are easy to negotiate but others 
less so, especially for those 
of us with short legs. Then 
there are the cows. They are 
beautiful, magnificent beasts 
but also very big and scary at 
close quarters. There are also 
numerous sheep.

Living at Wadswick Green we 
have the advantage of walking 
in three different counties. 
Counties that all have their 
own personalities. Wiltshire, a 
little wild with many Stone Age 
secrets. Gloucestershire, the 
tidy county that is the home to 
many Royals. Finally Somerset, 
my personal favourite. So 
green and lush you can almost 
smell the cream and cheese 
as you cross its borders and of 
course the home of the Knights 
of the Round Table and the 
Glastonbury Festival.

I cannot finish without mentioning 
the pub stops. Before we set out 
Malcolm has usually managed to 
identify a suitable watering hole 
and he makes sure they are willing 
to accommodate often muddy 
walkers and will get a menu in case 
we should want a light snack when 
we get there. We could almost 
publish a good pub guide!

Malcolm puts so much thought 
and planning in to these walks, 
I just hope he enjoys them as 
much as his groupies do. Thank 
you Malcolm, you have taken 
us out of our comfort zone 
and made us ache in places we 
never knew existed.

Sylvia Humphries
–––––––––––––––––––––––--–––––
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The Strollers
Tuesday
The Strollers meet in The 
Greenhouse at 10 am every 
Tuesday. The walk is usually 
about 2-4 miles, generally on 
flat terrain, with no difficult 
obstacles or stiles. 
 
   Level of fitness required:    
   Moderate

Contact: Margaret Grafton
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Walking Group
Friday
The Walking Group starts from 
The Greenhouse at 10 am every 
Friday. The walk is usually about 
4-5 miles and may involve 
some ups and downs and stiles 
to be negotiated, along with 
some rough terrain.  
 
   Level of fitness required:    
   Good

Contact: Jenny Gray
–––––––––––––––––––––––--–––––

The Monthly 
long Walk
Last Tuesday of the month
The monthly Long Walk takes 
place on the final Tuesday of 
each month. It is generally about 
6-8 miles and may be quite 
demanding, with steep climbs 
and some awkward stiles.
 
   Level of fitness required:    
   VerY Good

Contact: Malcolm Jennings
–––––––––––––––––––––––--–––––
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Walking
      Groups
       at Wadswick Green



Real Ale and 
Gin Festival 
Easter Friday 19th - 
Monday 22nd April
This Easter Bank Holiday 
weekend will see the first ever 
Real Ale Festival to be held at 
The Greenhouse.  We will be 
serving a selection of eight 
locally brewed ales over the four 
day period, This coincides with 
having a refurbishment of the 
bar, allowing for Cruz Campo, a 
premium lager, and Bath Gem, 
to be served, alongside a draught 
cider, Appleshed.  We enjoy the 
phrase ‘try before you buy’ and 
will be happy to offer a sample 
to anyone who isn’t familiar with 
the new beverages. You won’t be 
disappointed.

Those not keen to sample the 
real ales on offer will be pleased 
to hear that we are making the 
event a double treat, with the 
addition of a Gin Festival. Our 
already impressive selection of 
gins will be increased to twenty, 
offering some local creations, 
a few with interesting added 
flavours, and possibly a couple of 
more unusual ones.  There will be 
comprehensive tasting notes to 
guide the adventurous towards 
an unexpected mixer or exotic 
garnish.  You will never ask for 
lemon in your gin again!

Darren has promised some market 
fresh fish specials across the 
weekend and the bar will be selling 
some beer and gin flavoured 
nibbles to complement the offer.

Vintage 
Car Show
Saturday 11th May 

A group of vintage car enthusiasts 
will be exhibiting their vehicles 
on the grass around The 
Greenhouse.  From 10am you 
can reminisce, while you admire 
the perfectly polished specimens 
from the 50s, 60s and 70s and 
nostalgically admit, ‘I had one of 
those’.

A selection of refreshments will be 
available from The Greenhouse.
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What’s on at The Greenhouse
The team at The Greenhouse are looking forward 
to hosting a range of exciting events this spring.

New Menu
We hope that you are enjoying 
the additional items on the new 
menu.  Darren and the team have 
been careful to include several 
vegan and gluten-free options, 
to suit all tastes and dietary 
requirements.  The firm team 
favourite is the ‘Rainbow Salad’ 
which includes watermelon 
and pomegranate seeds.  We 
welcome your comments and 
suggestions for future additions.  
There have also been some 
changes to the bar menu, with an 
option of ‘soup and a sandwich’. 
 
Supper Club has been increasingly 
popular in the past few months, 
with numbers regularly topping 
50 people, so we can look forward 
to a fourth option being offered 
soon, along with a preview of 
the resident dessert of the week.  
Please remember that Darren and 
the team are extremely flexible, 
and pleased to work with your 
particular tastes and appetites, 
whenever possible.

Great 
Wadswick 
bake Off
We would like to host The Great 
Wadswick Bake Off in May, and 
are hoping to invite a celebrity 
judge.  The submissions will be 
kept anonymous until after the 
judging, and when the winner 
has been announced, the cakes 
will be offered to all, with any 
donations being given to the 
winner’s favourite charity.

Something 
to Celebrate?
The Greenhouse is an ideal venue 
to celebrate a special occasion.  
Please speak to the team if you 
require any information.
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Ambulance 
      to Kosovo 
                                                                      by George Walker

In November 2006 Martin 
Taylor, Lasse Peterson and 
yours truly, all of Bodmin 
Rotary Club, delivered an 
ambulance to Kosovo which 
had been retired from active 
work with the Southwest 
Ambulance Service. 

It was overhauled at Rotary 
expense and refitted with 
modern equipment, much of 
which was surplus equipment 
kindly provided by South West 
medical services.

The three of us drove 1800 
miles across nine countries, 
taking it in turns to drive 
(although I drove the least, 
being the oldest of the trio).  
On reflection, at 71 years 
of age with a recalcitrant 
bladder and trying to sleep 
on the passenger seat when 
the temperature dropped 
to -5 or -6, I could have 
thought of something more 
comfortable to do with my 
time. Nevertheless, it was 
a very worthwhile task to 
accomplish and I was very 
pleased to be involved.

   We met a variety 
of means of transport 
along the way.  Apart 
from a boy and a man 
pushing and pulling a 
wheelbarrow on the 
main road, a garden 
tractor and cart was 
not an unusual way of 
transport.  

That was not to say that the 
wealthy did not speed by on 
occasion in their ‘Beemers’.

When we got to the Kosovo 
Serbian border we were 
thoroughly investigated 
by the border guards who 
were quite sure there was 
something amiss. It was at this 
time that Martin came into his 
own; with his experience as a 
police officer he made sure 
that all the documentation 
was correct and after several 
hours kicking our heels we 
were able to go on our way.

The ambulance was 
successfully delivered to 
the family Medical Centre in 
Gjakovo, replacing an ageing 
Mercedes ambulance which, 
it has to be said, had seen 
better days.

The local Rotary Club 
members were expecting 
us and provided us with 
accommodation. I was 
billeted with a family and I was 
very grateful after three days 
on the road to find myself 
provided with a comfortable 
bedroom, and I was fed very 
well during our stay.

Once we had delivered the 
ambulance we were able to 
do a little sight-seeing, both 
of the town and countryside. 
Sadly, everywhere we went 
the evidence of the Kosovan-
Serbian conflict was all too 
clear to be seen in the cemetery 
which bore witness to the 
extensive loss of life.

Conflict has raged in this area 
for centuries, most recently 
due to escalating tensions

between the minority Christian 
Serbs and the majority Muslim 
Albanians/Kosovans.  Eventually, 
after violent fighting and the 
displacement of hundreds of 
thousands of people, Kosovo 
declared its independence from 
Serbia in February 2008.

It was the footprint of this 
conflict that drew my attention 
as I was driven around the 
district by my Kosovan Rotarian 
friends.

Hardly a building was without 
shell holes or other signs of 
conflict, and we saw many 
burned out buildings. But the 
most disturbing thing was to go 
to the cemetery where so many 
people from the conflict were 
buried and the inscriptions on the 
graves demonstrated untimely 
deaths; young men and women in 
their 20s, even older women shot, 
some of them in their 90s; clear 
evidence of indiscriminate killing as 
the result of warring factions who 
have historical reasons for conflict.

Our stay in Gjakovo drew to an end 
with a celebration dinner hosted 
by the Gjakovo Rotarians and 
attended by the Governor of SW 
UK Rotary district 1290 and his wife; 
also David Blunt from the British 
office in Pristina, and Lieutenant 
Gen Roland Kather of the German 
Army, Commander of Kosovo 
Forces NATO (KFOR), and many 
other dignitaries from both Rotary 
and the political establishment of 
Kosovo.
 
All in all, we felt that it was a job 
well done! 

George Walker 2006



812 15

April    |    May    |    June      |    2019                                  Staff Member Article                                  

with Ged Doyle

Ged, you’ve been at 
Wadswick Green for 
3 years, but we know 
you have a military 
background.
Can you tell us a little 
more about it?

At 16 I signed up with the RAF 
as a communications systems 
engineer and during the following 
23 years detachments took me 
to Germany, Cyprus, Holland, 
Belgium, the Ascension Islands 
and Oman.

I was also deployed to the Falkland 
Islands, where I was involved in 
environmental work and mine-
clearing, and Kabul in Afghanistan, 
with NATO, as part of the team 
responsible for emergency 
communications on the front line.

A particular highlight towards 
the end of my military career 
was working at the London 
2012 Olympics and Paralympics 
as part of security and I was 
thrilled to meet many stars of the 
sporting world.  I’ll never forget 
the spectacle of the opening and 
closing ceremonies.

In February you cycled 
for over 17 hours in the 
Wadswick Green gym 
to raise funds for Macmillan. 
Have you done anything 
like that before?

My interest in cycling started quite 
by chance when RAF Cycling 
approached me to develop a 
website for the team. My passion 
for cycling grew, I became a 
member of the RAF Cycling 
Team, and ended up competing 
at national level in several cycling 
disciplines. I used to participate 
in endurance races, particularly 
in Wales and Scotland, which 
were distances of over 100km 
in 24 hours.  I was also part of 
the support crew for a semi-pro 
cycling team expedition covering 
3000 miles from LA to Texas.

My favourite discipline has always 
been mountain biking, despite 
the tendency to get very muddy. I 
love the beautiful scenery and the 
challenge of the rugged terrain.

I also developed my own 
mountain biking team in 
conjunction with developing a 
popular website to support it.

I still enjoy cycling, although 
the mileage has reduced, and 
my favourite routes take in the 
Marlborough Downs.

That all sounds quite 
exhausting!  When you 
relax, who do you share 
your sofa with?

My wife Sharon and our spoilt 
black and white cat Splodge!  

I enjoy basic cooking and can 
cook up a mean spag bol. I also 
love real ales, craft beers, Merlot 
and sampling various gins – 
though obviously not all at once! 
I’m a coffee-lover and have 3 
machines and like to grind my 
own beans.  My favourite is the 
Peruvian Dark Roast.

I love Formula 1 and follow British 
Touring Cars and I’ve just qualified 
as a motorsports marshal at Castle 
Combe, which is a voluntary 
role.  Responsibilities include 
time-keeping, pit lane and track 
management, and rescues. My 
goal is to marshal at the British 
Grand Prix at Silverstone one day.

And what about when 
you want to get away
from it all?

We enjoy our holidays and I’m 
currently dreaming of a luxury 
holiday on a remote Greek island.

Staff Member Article                                  April    |    May   |    June     |   2019

 Wadswick Green’s Facilities Manager
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Wadswick Reading Groups
Monday Group
7pm second Monday of the 
month, Royal Arthur Room 

The Nightingale 
by Kristen Hannah

A story of two sisters who respond 
to the occupation of their country 
during WW2 in very different ways.
The author was influenced by the 
true story of Andrée de Jongh, a 
member of the Belgian Resistance 
who had risked her life to lead 
escaping airmen to safety.

‘The Nightingale’ is a homage to 
the extraordinary courage and 
endurance of French women 
during the occupation of their 
country. Our two heroines are 
Isabel, a young and passionate 
believer in justice and the rights of 
the people, and her older and more 
pragmatic, married sister Vianne.
As the war progresses they must 
both deal, in their different ways, 
with cruelty and extreme hardship. 
The suffering experienced and in 
particular the terrible treatment 
of the French Jews by the Nazis 
are both vividly and harrowingly 
described.

However, the group recognised 
that as a work of literature it 
had many faults. Not least, the 
annoying Americanisms, the 
use of clichés, some odd mixed 
metaphors and the use of dialogue 
that was certainly too modern for 

the period. In spite of that, most 
of us really enjoyed the book and 
agreed that it is sometimes worth 
suspending disbelief and just 
enjoying a good yarn.

STAR RATING HHH
Jenny Gray
____________________________

The Woman in White 
by Wilkie Collins

This wonderful story is now 
regarded as one of the finest of the 
Victorian “sensation novels”. 

Those of us who had seen the 
recent television adaptation were 
surprised by how much more 
we enjoyed the book.  It covers 
so many topics of interest: duty, 
inheritance, arranged marriages, 
the independence of women, 
adultery, insanity, drugs and 
secrecy.  The characters are well 
drawn and believable and we are 
presented with not one but two 
(very different) villains and not one 
but two heroines.  The complex 
plot works with the precision 
of a Swiss watch and maintains 
interest and suspense from start 
to finish.  The several shifts in the 
narrative viewpoint allow Collins 
to produce variations in style and 
tone and also to introduce humour 
and surprising plot twists that add 
greatly to a reader’s enjoyment.  

Descriptions of people, places, 
furnishings and décor all added 
to the distinctive and often 
claustrophobic atmosphere.

There were also some unintended 
surprises as well.  The train network 
and postal services were frequent, 
extensive, fast and reliable!  It was 
also remarkably easy to move 
quickly from one rented property 
to another.

The centre of this detective novel is 
a romance and the ending is happy.  
Definitely a book worth reading!

STAR RATING HHHH
Our top score and no dissenting 
voices! 
Ron Spurgeon and Hilary Flack
____________________________

The Hazel Wood 
by Melissa Albert

A fantasy novel for teenagers, this 
was not a cosy read but a dark and 
malevolent tale in the tradition of 
European folklore.  

The story centres around a cult 
novel written by a reclusive lady - 
Althea Prosperine - who lives alone 
in the Hazel Wood.  Creatures 
and strange beings from an 
imaginary world conjured up by 
the book enter the real world of 
contemporary America.

They furiously pursue Prosperine’s 
daughter Ella and grand-daughter 
Alice, visiting upon them all kinds of 
mischief and bad luck and forcing 
them constantly on the move.  Ella 
is suddenly spirited away and the 
book shifts its focus to tell of Alice’s 
attempts to recover her mother 
from the frightening “Hinterland”.

All this was not as interesting as 
it might sound.  The first part of 
the novel had some pace and 
was suggestive of mysteries to 
come.  But the second half of the 
novel was muddled, over-written 
and slow.  Most of us had no idea 
what was happening: several gave 
up at an early stage.  Those who 
carried on found that the ending 
was unclear and left many matters 
unresolved.  It seemed that the 
author had lost control of her plot. 
 

STAR RATING H
Ron Spurgeon and Hilary Flack
____________________________

Tuesday Group 

7pm second Tuesday of the 
month, Royal Arthur Room

Force of Nature 
by Jane Harper  

Jane Harper’s second novel, after 
‘The Dry’, describes the adventures 
of a group of five city corporate 
executives, all female, reluctantly 
taking part in a team-building 
exercise involving an overnight 
hike in a remote, dense bushland 
location in Australia.   Several days 
later only four return to base.  
   
The missing person, Alice, holds 
a senior position at the company 
in which all the executives work, 
and is also under pressure as 
a police informant about the 
money-laundering activities of 
the firm.

The story centres around the police 
search for Alice, interspersed with 
flashbacks of the hike itself.

The general impression was that 
whilst the author excellently 
described the environment, and the 
atmosphere of fear engendered by 
that landscape, the readers didn’t 
really engage with her characters, 
such that what happened to each 
of them became a matter of little 
interest.   One needed to know 
more about each individual, and 
how they related to each other in 
their place of work.

Generally the book was regarded 
as easy to read and worth 
consideration by a book group as it 
provoked so much discussion. 

STAR RATING HH
John Wilson
____________________________

A Medley of books
Members of the book group were 
recently asked to read and talk 
about a book of their own choice.  
This review gives you a brief 
glimpse into the stories they chose 
in the hope that one or two might 
appeal to you and you might like to 
read them.

Several of the books had similar 
elements of story-telling being 
mainly of family, morality, 
relationships, and love in its many 
guises.  However, two stood out as 
being rather different – one – ‘The 
Little Drummer Girl’ by John Le 
Carre confused its reader so much 
that he couldn’t finish it, and the 
other, ‘The Battle of the Atlantic’ by 
Jonathan Dimbleby was classified 
as exciting and well written in 
telling the story of the defeat of the 
German Navy in World War Two.

Of the rest of our books, ‘The 
Warden’, by Anthony Trollope, was 
published in 1855 and has been 
described as one of the classics 
of English Literature.  It describes 
the story of a quiet, music-loving 

Warden of Hiram’s hospital, taking 
him from being a bit ‘soft’ to 
discovering – by the end of the 
book - the deep steel within his 
character.

John Williams’ novel, simply titled 
‘Stoner’, was first published in 
1963 but became the ‘must read 
novel of 2013’.  It describes the life 
and loves of Stoner, an American 
academic who loves his job but has 
relationship difficulties that do not 
end well.

Margaret Forster’s ‘The Lady’s 
Maid’ (1990) and Joanna Trollope’s 
‘Balancing Act’ (2014) were 
described as enjoyable, if a little 
slow moving.   ‘The Lady’s Maid’ 
is an account of life as a servant 
in a large house and ‘Balancing 
Act’ tells the story of  a successful 
family company but ends with 
unwelcome changes introduced 
by young family members.

Rather different in character was 
‘The Keeper of Lost Things’ (2017).   
Richard and Judy recommended 
this for their Autumn Book Club 
and were full of praise for it.  Two 
of our group read it and described 
it as ‘heart-warming, romantic, if a 
bit frustrating’.  

The recently published ‘The Break’, 
by Marian Keyes (2017) is very 
much a book of our time, about 
relationships, blended families, 
vlogging, trolling, growing old 
youthfully, an affair, and a husband 
on ‘a break’ from his marriage!  Will 
he return from his break?  And does 
his break put a hold on everyone 
else’s lives?

The evening had taken on a 
different format from usual and it 
provided us with a useful insight 
into a variety of books and authors 
that we might otherwise have 
ignored, there being so many 
books to choose from.  I hope one 
or two stand out, perhaps, as being 
‘just for you’!

Moyra Evans
____________________________

Reading Groups                                    April    |    May   |    June     |   2019
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Rangeford Care has a team with 
great knowledge and over 50 
years’ experience between them. 
They have diverse backgrounds 
and interests, which include the 
army, hairdressing, teaching 
ballet, being a teaching assistant, 
beauty therapy, history, crochet, 
telling awful jokes, and looking 
after animals.

Gwyneth Walne, Care Manager, 
has built up a great team of natural 
carers.  She also has an interesting 
background featuring abseiling, 
motorbikes, running a small-holding 
and opening a back-packers 
astronomy B&B in Zambia.  She is 
also a Rational Emotive Behaviour 
(REBT) therapist.

    

Rangeford 
    Care Team

Rangeford Care offers support 
in several different ways:
•  Enablement Packages: 
       If  you have a scheduled  operation or have had a sudden dip in health 
       we can be by your side to assist you to get ‘back on your feet’.

•  Companionship Packages: 
       We can support you or a loved one to get the best out of life.
       These care packages can assist clients with shopping, evenings out, 
       swimming, packing for a trip, cooking, attending clubs and anything 
        else you may need a little extra help with. Nothing is too small or too 
      much effort for us at Rangeford Care.

•  Early morning assistance to get up and ready for the day 
     or assistance in the evening to help get you to bed.

•  Help in the kitchen preparing meals.

The team has received training for First Aid, medication, use of the 
defibrillator, dementia, mental health and epilepsy.

Team Leader Rebecca McCarron recently set up Health and Wellbeing, 
supporting and encouraging residents to go to the gym or swim, 
depending on their needs and abilities.  

17

Meeting new people
You get to meet people from all 
walks of life and can build a great 
bond between yourself and clients.

Personal Care
By being down to earth, chatty and 
friendly, personal care can quickly 
become less daunting over time 
and we pride ourselves on keeping 
a person’s dignity at all times.  Once 
we get to know each other and build 
a relationship, the routines become 
smooth and we work well together. 

“If you love being with 
people, caring for them 
and becoming an essential 
part of their lives, then 
being a Personal Assistant 
is an amazing career 
to have.” 
                              Jess Nash

“For the first time in my 
life, I am happy to come 
to work and I will help 
out whenever I can! 
What a great team  
- I love this job!”  
                   Jean Groves
 
Fundraising
The team has been doing lots of 
different fundraising for charities 
close to our hearts.  We had “The 
Blooming Great Tea party” in July 
2018 and raised an amazing £153 
for Marie Curie. We also did well 
raising money in December 2017 
and 2018 for Christmas Jumper 
day. Most recently we participated 
in the February Gym Challenge and 
collectively we swam 1498 lengths.

What we love about working       
for Rangeford Care                  

Rangeford Care                                 April    |    May    |    June      |    2019

Client Quote
 
“Just a note to say 
a sincere and heartfelt 
thank you to every 
member of your team 
involved in the care of 
mum over the last year.”

                           beverly

April    |    May    |    June      |    2019                                  Rangeford Care



 Puzzles                                April    |    May   |    June     |   2019                             

Across
9     Cliff face (9)

10   South American 
        ruminant (5)

11    One who shapes 
        metal (5)

12   Rhizome (9)

13   Telegraph messages (9)

14   Government supremo 
        in a specified policy 
        area (4)

18   See (7)

20   Uproarious (7)

21   Vex (4)

22   Caused by 
        overexposure 
        on a hot day (9)

26   Musical note (9)

28   Inexpensive (5)

29   Type of male (5)

30   Cut off (9)

Crossword
 

puzzlingPuZZlES

Sudoku                                                  
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Chess 
Puzzle                                            
black to play 
and checkmate 
in 4 moves

Down
1    Sudden 
       convulsion (5)

2    Type of military 
      flag (10)

3    Made more 
      restrictive (9)

4   Reflecting surface (6)

5    Progressive (8)

6    Utter joy (5)

7    Western pact (1,1,1,1)

8    Cold weather 
      personified (4,5)

15 Retailer (10)

16 Fencer (9)

17 Eighty (9)

19 Memento (8)

23 Perspiring (6)

24 German 
      submarine (1-4)

25 Malice (5)
27 Charts (4)

Poetry Puzzle   Who wrote it? What was the poem called?

And mid-May’s eldest child,  The coming musk-rose, full of dewy wine,
The murmurous haunt of flies on summer eves. 

Solutions to this issue’s puzzles
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Solutions for crossword puzzle: 
Across: 9 Precipice, 10 Llama, 11 Smith, 12 Rootstock, 13 Telegrams, 14 Tsar, 18 Witness, 
20 Riotous, 21 Rile, 22 Sunstroke, 26 Semibreve, 28 Cheap, 29 Alpha, 30 Intercept. 

Down: 1 Spasm, 2 Regimental, 3 Tightened, 4 Mirror, 5 Reformer, 6 Bliss, 7 N A T O, 8 Jack Frost, 
15 Shopkeeper, 16 Swordsman, 17 Fourscore, 19 Souvenir, 23 Sweaty, 24 U-boat, 25 Spite, 27 Maps.  

Solution to chess puzzle: 1. Black queen takes pawn on h2 check; 2. White king 
takes black queen; Black knight to g4 check; 3. White king to h1; Black rook to h3 
check; 4. White pawn takes rook; Black rook to h2 checkmate.”

Solution to poetry puzzle: John Keats – Ode to a Nightingale

A
R 
E 
N 
E 
W 
A
l
A
A 
N 
T 
R 
l

O
N
E
G
N
E
W
E
T
l
E
S
E
N

T
b
N
O
E
R
E
D
C
M
S
M
W
A

l
S
D
A
R
G
R
E
E
N
T
O
O
R

R
E
R
b
E
S
l
E
S
G
E
S
H
A

T
E
b
u
l
E
O
T
N
N
E
S
S
l

R
R
T
G
b
E
T
E
I
O
b
O
A
l

E
A
S
T
E
R
A
E
E
S
T
l
R
I

R
l
W
T
S
P
E
F
P
D
E
b
E
P

b
W
b
O
N
N
E
T
I
R
N
E
A
R

u
I
S
S
N
D
W
E
l
I
u
R
R
E

D
b
A
W
S
H
S
I
u
b
E
S
G
T

M
E
A
D
O
W
b
N
T
T
I
T
N
A

u
I
l
A
N
R
O
H
T
W
A
H
E
C

18



1, 2 & 3 bEDROOM
APARTMENTS 
FroM £249,950
www.wadswickgreen.co.uk

Wadswick Green is a beautiful contemporary village 
created in the heart of the Wiltshire countryside, just 
eight miles from Bath, with spacious luxury homes built 
especially for you. 
Welcome to this vibrant over 60s community of people 
who want to enjoy life to the full.

NEW showhome now open. 
Call to find out more.
 

01225 584 500 
sales@wadswickgreen.co.uk
Open Monday to Saturday 10am to 5pm

Wadswick Green, Corsham, Wiltshire SN13 9rD

Prices correct at the time of publication. other charges apply, please ask for details.          

 
Contemporary living              
          for the over 60s

ASK 

AbOuT 

STRESS FREE

ASSISTED 

MOVING


